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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Dr. Reginald A. Daly has given up his projected expedition to 
Labrador, Greenland, and Iceland. 

The International Congress of Americanists will hold its 
Thirteenth Session in the City of New York in 1902. 

The Anthropological Section of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, at its last meeting, appointed Messrs. 
F. W. Putnam, of the American Museum of Natural History, J. W. 
Powell, of the Bureau of American Ethnology, and G. A. Dorsey, 
of the Field Columbian Museum, a committee to organize a General 
Committee throughout the country to prepare a programme for the 
meeting. 

The Royal Netherlands Geographical Society is organizing 
an expedition, under the charge of Major L. A. Bakhuis, to explore 
the valley of the Kopename river, in Dutch Guiana. 

The Survey of Greece, interrupted by the war with Turkey, is 
now resumed under the direction of Prof. Hartl, of the University 
of Vienna. 

Dr. Robert Bell, for more than forty years a member of the 
staff of the Geological Survey of Canada, succeeds the late George 
M. Dawson as Director of the Survey. 

Prof. George Davidson, of the University of California, con- 
tributes to Mazama, for April, the explanation of a map of the 
rivers, lakes, trails, and mountains from the Chilkaht river to the 
Yukon, drawn for him by the Chilkaht chief Kohklux. 

This chief planned and carried out in 1852 the destruction of the 
Hudson's Bay Company's station at Fort Selkirk because the agents 
of the Company had interrupted his traffic with the Indians of the 
interior. In 1869 he was a captive at Sitka, where Prof. Davidson, 
then on his way to observe the solar eclipse of August 7, made his 
acquaintance. 

Kohklux, when released, promised assistance and protection to 
the eclipse party, and fulfilled his promise in spirit and in letter. 
He was honest as well as truthful, and not a single article was lost 
by the white men during their stay at his strong village of Klu-kwan. 
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The map was drawn by Kohklux and his two wives on a sheet of 
paper, 43 x 27 inches, and it cost two or three days' labour. Prof. 
Davidson finds it important in a number of places for the Indian 
names of natural features, and he has embodied its information in 
the map accompanying his paper. 

The computation of time from midnight to midnight and from 
one to twenty-four o'clock, adopted in Spain on the 1st of January, 
1901, seems to be a working reform. 

It was on the 1st of January also that the Sociedad Geografica de 
Madrid became the Real Sociedad Geografica, and in the reports 
of its meetings, always held at night, are the recurring formulas: 
Abierta la sesidn d las 2ih jo' ; 
Y se levanto la sesidn a las 2jh. 

These hours are quite as readily understood (in print) as 9. 30 p. m. , 
and 1 1 o'clock, p. m. ; but it must be long before the new expressions 
pass into the daily speech. 

The Geographical Society of Lisbon celebrated in April the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of its foundation. A special commemora- 
tive Boletim has been issued, giving a brief history of the Society 
and lists of its officers from 1875 to 1901, with illustrations of its 
handsome and commodious house. 

The membership roll on the 3d of April showed 2,967 names, of 
which 662 were those of corresponding members. 

The Rev. Dr. Eitel makes his contribution to the study of 
CJiina and the Far Eastern Question in the reprint of a lecture 
delivered before the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia 
(S. A. Branch) at Adelaide, in July last. Dr. Eitel has lived among 
the Chinese for thirty-five years and has studied with assiduity their 
life and language and literature, and his conclusion is that when 
Europeans have learned all they can learn of China they will know 
very little about the Chinese as a people. 

The charity boy is said to have made a similar reflection, after 
wrestling with the difficulties of the alphabet, and it must be admit- 
ted that intimate acquaintance with China and Chinese ways calls 
for the devotion of a lifetime. How much less than a lifetime will 
enable an Englishman to sympathize with French, or Italian, or 
German habits of thought? 

Nations, like individuals, rarely learn to know each other well, 
but they can learn to respect each other's rights and to dwell 
together with an approach to comity. 
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Such a relation must seem desirable to Dr. Eitel, yet he per- 
mits himself to write of the duty of the allied Foreign Powers to 
depose Chinese officials, to establish an International Council of 
State in the Empire, and to take other measures for the govern- 
ment of a country and a people in every way strange and remote 
to him after the assiduous study of thirty-five years. 

Dr. E. Bretschneider, the distinguished Chinese scholar, for 
many years physician to the Russian Legation at Peking, died in 
St. Petersburg early in May, at an advanced age. He has written 
much and well. One of his latest works is a History of European 
Botanical Discoveries in China, in two volumes, published in English 
at St. Petersburg in 1898. His Map of China, in four sheets, to 
illustrate this History, was issued at first in 1896. Five supple- 
mentary maps were added in 1898, and a second thoroughly re- 
vised and enlarged edition of the four-sheet map was brought out 
in 1900. 

General Derrecagaix has made a survey (in La Ge'ographie, 
Nos. 5 and 6, 1901) of the maps of European countries, and their 
state of advancement in 1900. 

The map of Germany is nearly completed, on two scales: one 
of 1:25,000, as mathematically exact as possible; the other of 
1 :ioo,ooo, more particularly reserved for military purposes. 

Austria-Hungary possesses, in the Military Geographical Insti- 
tute of Vienna, what Gen. Derrecagaix declares to be the most 
complete and most prosperous geographical establishment existing 
in Europe. The maps of the empire are on three scales : 1 125,000 
for branches requiring complete and rigorously exact details; 
1:75,000 for the army and the administration; and 1:200,000 for 
general purposes. All these, in addition, have been subjected, 
since 1885, to a process of revision. 

The Belgian map is on three scales: 1:20,000, 1:40,000, and 
1:160,000, and these undergo constant revision. In addition, Bel- 
gium issues geological maps. 

Denmark was the first to make official use of contour lines for 
representing the relief. The scales are three: 1:20.000, 1:40,000 
and 1 :8o,ooo; this last for the general map of Denmark and Schles- 
wig. A new map on a scale of 1 :ioo,ooo was begun in 1890. Gen. 
Derrecagaix finds that the Danish maps require a too constant use 
of the magnifying glass. 

The Spanish map was begun very late. The first sheet appeared- 
in 1874, and fifteen years later the whole. number published was 64. 
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The scale is 1:25,000. The complete map will consist of 1080 
sheets; no are finished, for the centre of the kingdom (Madrid, 
Toledo, Ciudad Real, and Cordova). 

Gen. Derrecagaix remarks that there is no general map of Great 
Britain and Ireland. There is a map of Scotland, a map of Ireland, 
a map of England, a map of each county, sometimes even one of 
each parish, and these cannot be brought into unison. There are 
many scales, varying from 1:52810 1:633,000. The altitudes are 
taken from the mean level of the sea at Liverpool; but this does 
not apply to Ireland. The work of the Ordnance Survey includes: 

One-inch scale (1:63,360) England no sheets, old series, 360 
sheets, new series, two editions; Scotland 131 sheets and Ireland 
205 sheets, also in two editions. 

Six-inch scale (1:10,560) England 1700 sheets engraved, 7,748 
photozincographed, each sheet in two editions; Scotland 2,063 
sheets, in two editions; Ireland, Dublin County. 

There are also 480 town maps, on different scales. Taken as a 
whole, the work of the Ordnance Survey is most remarkable; but 
there are details to be changed, and the lack of unity is to be 
regretted. 

The Italian map is the production of the Geographical Institute, 
founded at Florence in 1873. Its publications are: sheets on a 
scale of 1 :25,ooo and 1:50,000; and 

The topographical map on a scale of 1:100,000 in 277 sheets. 
Of these there remained to publish at the beginning of 1899, 17 
sheets for the Peninsula and the whole of Sardinia. Between 1889 
and 1893 the Florence Institute published an excellent map in 35 
sheets on a scale of 1 1500,000. 

The Netherlands Topographical Institute has brought out, since 
1868: The topographic and military map on a scale of 1:50,000; 
The hydrographic map of the Waterstaad ; The chromotopographic, 
or Strookkaart, on a scale of 1:25,000; the Rivierkaart on a scale 
of 1:10,000; and three chorographical maps (one geological) on a 
scale of 1 :200,00c These are all excellent maps; and special men- 
tion must be made of the Dutch maps of the colonies. 

The Portuguese map is on a scale of 1 :ioo,ooo, and is completed. 
There are also sheets on a scale of 1 :5o,ooo, and a general map on 
1 -.500,000, and reproductions of this on 1 : 100,000 are issued. 

In Roumania the Geographical Institute of Bucharest has finished 
a map of the Dobruja on a scale of 1 :2oo,ooo, and is engaged 
upon: a map of Roumania on 1:50,000; another on 1:100,000; a 
general map on a scale of 1:200,000; a fluviometric map on 
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1:100,000; and a forest map on 1:200,000. A general map on a 
scale of 1 :6oo,ooo was exhibited in Paris in 1900. All these maps, 
based upon French methods, approach the Austrian in style of 
execution and constitute a fine national work. 

The Russian maps, like the English, present a- great variety of 
scales. The linear measure understood in the statement of the 
scales is the inch : thus a half verst means one inch, etc. 

The most important cartographical document is composed of 
two maps: 

1° — The Topographical map of Russia in Europe on a scale of 
3 versts, 1/126,000, to comprise 1,031 sheets (972 for Russia, 59 for 
Poland). About 512 sheets had been published in 1900; 

2 — The special map of European Russia, on a scale of 10 versts, 
1/420,000. This numbers 154 sheets; 

3 — The map of the Caucasus at 1/420,000; 

4° — Another map of the Caucasus at 1/210,000; 

5 — A map of Western Siberia at 1/420,000. 

Russia possesses also : 

The map of the Government of Moscow at 1/84,000, in 40 sheets; 
Turkey in Europe, map at 1/420,000; Turkey in Asia, at 1/840,000; 
the Military Districts of Turkestan at 1/1,680,000 and 1/840,000; 
the map known as that of the Frontier Zone of the Russian Empire, 
in 37 sheets at 1/1,680,000, reaching from the Caspian to the Pacific; 
and maps, known as those of the Governments, at 1/210,000. 

The systems of projection vary in these maps, and they are 
measured from different meridians. They are based upon an exact 
triangulation and geodetic work which has acquired, under the 
impulse of Struve, a special value. One of the most remarkable 
operations performed is the measurement of the meridian arc of 
25 20', from the Frozen Ocean to the Danube. 

The principal work of reproduction is on the map at 1/420,000, 
which covers more than half of Europe. It is engraved on copper, 
and is brought well up to date. The latest publications show a real 
progress, notably in chromolithography, and the Russian photo- 
graphic performance tends to an equality with that of the Vienna 
Institute. 

Servia possesses a map on a scale of r/75,000, reproduced by 
zincography and in several colours. 

Sweden and Norway maintain complete uniformity in their maps, 
which are on a scale of 1/100,000 and t/200,000, besides geological 
and other general and special maps. The triangulation, which has 
been finished and revised, is more complete in the south than in 



300 Notes and News. 

other parts. In the Swedish map at 1/100,000 the roads are well 
treated, and the relief in rocky districts is- shown by horizontal 
hachures. The map of Central and Southern Norway, also at 
1/100,000, is to include 216 sheets. It is not equal to the Swedish 
map in execution. The maps at 1/200,000, published by the two 
countries, are engraved on copper and on stone. 

The Swiss map is magnificent. The triangulation of Switzer- 
land, interrupted by the events of the French Revolution, was 
afterwards resumed and finished for the level country in 1820. 
The Alps followed. In 1832 surveys were begun for a map on a 
scale of 1/100,000; the atlas known by the name of Col. Dufour, 
who directed the work. It has been frequently republished. A 
special map of the canton of Geneva, on a scale of 1/12,500, was 
finished in 1864. 

The most remarkable cartographic work of the country is the 
topographical atlas, composed of 590 maps on a scale of 1/25,000 
and 1/50,000, of which 572 have been published since 1879. The 
map is perfectly clear and of a scrupulous exactitude. 

The characteristics of the Swiss maps are precision in the geo- 
detic structure and the representation of the terrain, the lucidity 
of all the parts and remarkable artistic execution. They constitute 
a work of great value which has placed Switzerland, in matters of 
cartography, at the head of the European nations. 

Turkey has undertaken in recent years and brought out' in 1897 
a map of the environs of Constantinople on a scale of 1/100,000 
and one of Thessaly and Epirus on a scale of 1/300,000. 

Gen. Derrecagaix concludes his survey with a brief history of 
the cartography of France from the time of Cassini de Thury, 
whose great map, on a scale of 1/86,400, was almost finished in 
1789. It formed the basis of two others: the map of Louis Capi- 
taine, on a scale of 1/345,600, the first to give the Departments, 
Arrondissements, and Cantons; and the map du Ge'nie militaire, on 
a scale of 1/864,000. 

There follows a list of maps, finished and unfinished, ordered by 
Napoleon, and his plan for a new map of France, out of which grew 
the present map of the General Staff (Carte de /' Etat- Major). From 
this have been produced by the Ministry of War fourteen other 
styles of maps, on scales ranging from 1/20,000 to 1/800,000, an 
admirable topographical map of Algeria, on a scale of 1/50,000, 
others of Tunisia and Algeria, Madagascar, Africa, etc. To these 
must be added the maps published by the Ministries of Commerce, 
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of the Colonies, of Agriculture, of Public Works, of Marine, the 
Administration of the Forests, the Cadastral authorities, etc. 

The number and the variety of these sources amount to a de- 
monstration that the fundamental topographical map does not 
supply the documents needed for the public service, and a Central 
Commission, charged with the study of the question in 1898, has 
settled upon the style and the details of a new map of France, 
and these have met with the entire approval of the Academy of 
Sciences. 



